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This Technical Brief is the first of two examining the treatment of water in the home. Here
we introduce the subject, and cover treatment by straining, storage, settlement, solar
disinfection, chemical disinfection, and boiling. The second Brief (No. 59) considers
treatment by coagulation, flocculation, filtration and solar distillation, and covers aspects
of the reduction of some chemical concentrations.

Why treat water?
It is always better to protect and
use a source of good quality water
than to treat water from a
contaminated source ...

but water needs to be treated if:
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Problem with
raw water
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PATHOGENS
Bacteria, (effectiveness often also apply 
for amoebas, viruses and ova) 0 + 1 - 2 0 -1 4 2 - 3 - 4 4 4 4 4

Guinea-worm larvae (in cyclops) 4 0 0 - 4 2 - 3 - 4 2-4 b - 4 4

Schistosomiasis cercaria - 0 4 - 4 2 - 3 - 4 2-4 b 4 4 4

NATURAL CHEMICALS a
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